NOTE ALL FILMS €6

Tuesday 17 January 2012, 8.00pm Jane Eyre

Dir: Cary Fukunaga UK 2010, 120 min 

Starring: Mia Wasikowska, Michael Fassbender, Judi Dench

A new adaptation of Charlotte Brontë's novel about a young governess's tricky relations with her boss.  The film has garnered popular and critical praise and both lead actors are impressive in the roles of Jane Eyre and Mr Rochester.  Judi Dench is always marvellous.  Described as relaxed and naturalistic, this is a wonderful take on a well-loved classic.

Tuesday 24 January 2012, 8.00pm Bal/Honey

Dir: Semih Kaplanoglu Germany/Turkey 2010 103 mins Cert: CLUB 

Starring: Bora Altas, Erdal Besikcioglu, Tülin Özen, Alev Ucarer, Ayse Altay

Six-year-old Yusuf has just begun attending primary school where he is learning how to read and write. His father, Yakup, is a beekeeper. He goes about his trade deep inside the woods where he hangs up his bee hives in the treetops of the highest trees.  One day the bees suddenly disappear, throwing into question the family’s means of earning a living. Yakup decides to set off for the remote mountains. But no sooner has he left, than Yusuf stops speaking.The days pass – and still Yakup does not return.  This is a beautiful, quiet and evocative film and won the Golden Bear in the Berlin Film Festival 2010.

Tuesday 31 January 2012, 8.00pm, Parked

Dir: Darragh Byrne Ireland 2010 90 mins Cert: 15A 

Starring: Colm Meaney, Colin Morgan, Milka Ahlroth

Set in Dublin, Parked tells the story of a man down on  his luck, who absolutely wants to blend in. The problem is, he lives in his car, a situation called the mobile homeless in the US, which is becoming increasingly common in Europe. Fred Daly lives in his nondescript car in a car park by the coast. He is shut off from the world, until the ever-positive drug addict Cathal parks his little yellow car beside Fred’s.  Good reviews, an interesting topic, well acted and beautifully-shot by documentary director Darragh Byrne.

Tuesday 7 February 2012, 8.00pm, Cell 211

Dir: Daniel Monzon Spain 2009 112 mins Cert: CLUB 

Starring: Carlos Bardem, Luis Tosar, Alberto Ammann, Marta Etura, Felix Cubero

Juan Oliver, a serious young man, reports a day early for his new job as a prison guard.  As other guards are taking him on a tour of the prison, he is knocked unconscious in an accident. They carry him to a bunk in an empty cell, Cell 211, and are calling for help when a violent prison riot breaks out. Their lives are in danger, and they must leave him behind when they flee.  When he regains consciousness and hears what is going on outside he realises he must pass himself off as a prisoner for his own safety.  As the prison descends into even greater violence and the prison siege continues he plays an ever more dangerous role as an undercover agent for the prison guards and then finds himself increasingly torn between the rioters and the establishment.  A taut and tense-ridden thriller Cell 211 won eight Goya Awards in 2010 (Spanish Oscars).

Tuesday 14 February 2012, 8.00pm, Sawako Decides

Dir: Yuya Ishii 2010 112 minutes Cert: CLUB 

Starring: Hikari Mitsushima, Masahi Endo, Kira Aihara, Kotaro Shiga

This Japanese comedy-drama's original title translates as "Hello From the Bottom of the River", echoing the sense that we're powerless against life's strong currents but the combination of black wit and warm emotion is surprisingly hopeful.  After five years, five jobs and five boyfriends in Tokyo, Sawako is tired of settling for second best. Constantly belittled at work, her nice-nerd boyfriend Kenichi wants her to be a mother to his four-year-old daughter Kayoko from a previous marriage. Then her father falls ill and her uncle summons her home to run the family river clam-packing business. So she heads back home, accompanied by Kenichi and Kayoko. Can she tough it out and give it her best shot? Quirky black comedy with deadpan humour.

Tuesday 21 February 2012, 8.00pm, Incendies

Dir: Denis Villeneuve Canada, France 2010 130 mins Cert: CLUB

Starring: Lubna Azabal, Melissa Desormeaux-Poulin, Maxim Gaudette

The film opens with a lawyer meeting two adult twins, Jeanne and Simon to read them their mother's will. He startles them by presenting two letters, which their mother would like them to deliver -one to a father they thought was dead and another to a brother they never knew existed.  Simon initially is irritated by this request, but Jeanne is intrigued, and she travels to Lebanon to try to locate her father and brother.  The rest of the film intercuts the twins' adventures in Lebanon with scenes from the early life of their mother, Nawal (Lubna Azabal), as she lives through the civil war between Christians and Muslims in her country during the 1970s.  Hard-hitting and powerful, this film was nominated for Best Foreign Language Film in the Academy Awards 2011.

Tuesday 28 February 2012, 8.00pm, The Skin I Live In 

Dir: Pedro Almodovar Spain 2011 117 mins Cert: 16 

Starring: Antonio Banderas, Elena Anaya, Marisa Paredes

Antonio Banderas plays a Madrid plastic surgeon, wealthy, cultured and respected; he gives brilliant lectures and research papers on advances in face-transplant surgery.  Daringly, heretically, he advocates transgenic treatments from animals to toughen the skin.  In his palatial home, he has a private operating theatre where he carries out experimental work on Vera, a beautiful woman he keeps prisoner.  She appears to submit ecstatically to her imprisonment, but this is finally to be the cause of madness and violence.  The film is sleek and stylishly furnished, sensually charged with richness and colour, and splashes and gashes of red. There is a surging Hitchcockian orchestral score and a breathless sense of imminent violence: handguns are coolly disclosed in desk-drawers and expensive ladies' handbags; crime scenes are established in stunning overhead shots.  Almodóvar's latest is a macabre suspense thriller.  

Tuesday 6 March 2012, 8.00pm, Nader and Simin – A Separation 

Dir: Asghar Farhadi Iran 2010 123 mins Cert: CLUB 

Starring: Leila Hatami, Peyman Moadi, Shahab Hosseini, Sareh Bayat, Sarina Farhadi

Nader and Simin, a middle-class couple separate because Simin wants to move abroad to find a better future for their 11-year old daughter.  Nader, a decent but stubborn man, neglects his wife and is too proud to ask her to stay with him.  He hires a poor woman named Razieh as a daytime caretaker, who doesn't tell him she’s pregnant (or does she?). A few days later he fires her and shoves her out the door; she falls on the stairs (perhaps) and has a miscarriage. The rest of the film is a crescendo of tension as Razieh’s hot-headed, debt-ridden husband, Hodjat, takes Nader to court for manslaughter.  A riveting drama, which gives good insight into Iranian society, this film won the Golden Bear at the Berlin Film Festival in 2011.

Tuesday 13 March 2012, 8.00pm, In a Better World 

Dir: Susanna Bier Denmark 2010 119 mins Cert: 15A 

Starring: Mikael Persbrandt, Trine Dyrholm, Ulrich Thomsen, William Jøhnk Juels Nielsen

This is another intense human drama from Susanne Bier and is a gripping meditation on the choices between pacificism and violence that are faced in so-called civilised society as well as extreme Third World situations.  Mikael Persbrandt plays Anton, a doctor who spends many months of the year working at a refugee camp in Africa when he is not living with his wife Marianne (Dyrholm) and two sons in a beautiful house in a small Danish coastal town. But the couple are teetering on divorce as a result of his infidelity and the oldest son Elias (Rygaard) is suffering at school from relentless bullying. When he makes a new friend in school and they decide to take their revenge on the bullies, there are consequences for all.  Winner of Best Foreign Language Film in the 2011 Academy Awards.

Tuesday 20 March 2012, 8.00pm, The Big Picture 

Dir: Eric Lartigau France 2010 114 mins Cert: 15A 

Starring: Romain Duris, Marina Fois, Niels Arestrup, Branka Katic, Eric Ruf, Catherine Deneuve

A successful lawyer and happy father uncovers his wife’s infidelity and accidentally kills her lover, but rather than face the consequences he opts for another strategy: assume the other man’s identity. That intriguing premise sets the gears in motion for The Big Picture, a character-driven drama with the soul of an existential thriller.  Romain Duris gives a superb understated performance in a film that asks more questions than it answers about the nature of identity and the possibility of second chances.

Tuesday 27 March 2012, 8.00pm, Potiche

Dir: François Ozon France 2010 103 mins Cert: 15A 

Starring: Catherine Deneuve, Gerard Depardieu, Fabrice Luchini, Karin Viard

Catherine Deneuve stars in one of her finest comic roles while Gérard Depardieu is her foil, in Potiche, a French farce which is very funny and enjoyable.  In 1977, in the small town of Sainte-Guenole, Suzanne lives the life of a traditional housewife, doting on her grumpy husband, Robert who spends his days running her family’s umbrella business into the ground. To her husband and her two grown children, Madame Pujol is a trophy housewife with no real power - 'une potiche'.  But when the workers of the umbrella factory go on strike in protest at the draconian working conditions, all hell breaks loose.  Robert suffers a heart attack and is ordered to take time off to recover and Suzanne is left to run the company with the help of her former beau,the town mayor, Maurice.  At first, she is the laughing stock of all the employees, but when she saves the faltering business and fosters the best working conditions in years, opinions quickly change.  No one wants her husband to take back the reins once he’s recovered but Robert will not go down without a fight.

